
SMALL MAMMAL SURVEY AT LETTON CHURCHYARD
SEPTEMBER 1gTH - 21ST 2OA3-A9.22

Small  mammal survey was carr ied out using Longworlh traps. The traps are f i l led with hay and
baited with food which is sui table for rodents and shrews. The animals are released as soon as
p o s s i b l e .  A g e n e r a l  s u i - v e y o f t h e c h u r c h y a r d f o r s i g n s o f o t h e r m a m m a l s w a s a l s o c a i r i e d o u l .

Results of Longworth trapping

40 traps were set and lef t  in si tu for 2 days, checked rnorni l rg and evening.
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Animals were not marked so i t  assumed that there were some re-captures looking at locat ion. s ize
ano sex .

Total :
Common shrew (cannot be easi ly sexed) -  5
Bank vo le  -  Ma les  -  3

Females -  4 (one lactat ing)
Juven i le  -  1

Conc lus ions :

a

a

a

Bank vole and common shrew are both breeding within the churchyard
The trapping results indicate quite a high populat ion of both species
There are a large number of holes throughout the churchyard which wi l l  be used by both
bank vo les  and moles .
Even though f ield voles were not captured i t  is possible that they are present when the
grass  is  longer .

Management recommendations :

There was very l i t t le cover for smal l  mammals at the t ime of the vis i t .  The grass was cut
throughout most of the area. l t  is not known what the management regime is here, but i t  is
recommended that a tal ler grass verge at least 70 cm wide alongside the boundaries is al lowed to
be present al l  year round, part icular ly the boundaries where the animals were caught.  This wi l l
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