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The oval form and ctrrvilinear boundaries of Letton chr-rrchyard, includirtg thc earlhrvork
terrace, suggest at least a nredieval origin. Similar features have also been associated
with churchyarcls anei burial grounds dated to the first millenium {see, e.g., Ray. 2001).

Limited evidence of boundary change was otrserved in the form of the linear rvest rvall

and the angular south-west contcr. These changes appear to have made betrveen 1840
(pansh tithe nrap) and 1891 (Ordnance Suruey l" edition nrap). artd may be assoc,iated
rvith reconstruction rvork undertaken by the Rev. Flenry Blisset.

The presencc of a priest at Letton during the ll'l 'century is recorded by the Domesday
survcy. l'he continuing presenee of priests at Lettor is attsstetl by a scquence of
rectories, or parsonages, dating from the l7'n century to at least 1870.

The earliest stnrctural fabric of the existing church, the north rvall of tlrc nave, has been

date<i tcr the late 11tl 'or early 12'r 'century (RCHh{8, l9l4). Trvo architectural fealures
that fomr parl of the early fabric, tufa stone blocks and cormter-pitclied masonry
(producing a herring-bone cffect) mav be indicative of the former existence of a pre-

Norman structure (sce Ray, 2001 for discussion ol'architectural features associated wilh
1 " mil lennium churcires).

A long history of continuity and change fiom the li'h century is recognised at Letton.
Moreover, topographic features of the churchyard and architectural features of the oldest
structurai labric of the parish church suggest the possibility of a first ntillenniunt origin
fbr the earliest church and clturclivard al Letton.
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