
Introductiou

The parish church of St John the Baptist. Lerton is located in the village of Letton,
Heretbrdshire, approximately 16km nodir-*'esl of Hereford. At the time of the
Domesday sLrryey, Letton was held b1'Roger di- I_utv. and the presence of a priest u,as
recorded here (Thom and Thorn, 1983), The present church is constructed of locai
sandstone with some tufa, and the rools are co\.ercd rvitir stone slates. The earliest
structural fabric of the church, the north r.vall of the nave, is dated to the late 1l$'orearlv
l2th century (RCHME, 1934).

The parish churclt stands in the northem part of the churchyard. A topographic sun ey of
the chtrrchyard rvas undertaken on 20'h h4ay 2004 by Here.fordshire Archaiolrsgl, staff irr
collaboration with the Caring fbr God's Acre project of the Diocese of Herefbrcl.

The aims of the churchyard sun/ey rvere:

r To produce an accu.rate plan of the churchyard at a scale ol- I :200;

I To investigate topographic features of the churchvard and their relationsirip to the
archaeology and geology of the surounding area.

The parish church of
St John the Baptist,
Letton is located in
the Wye valle,v at
NGR: SO 333s 1
24b45. The church is
sited approxirnately
0.7km north of the
present course of the
River Wye at an
elevation of 60m OD
(Ordnance Sun ey,
1 999).

Figure l :  Site location plan

The underlying bcdrock of the
Lorver Old Red Sanclstone. Thc

Letton area is the Raglan Mudstone Formation of lhe
bedrock consists nrainiy of easily rveathercd red-brorvn
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